Textbook PP 165-166

4 Time expressions
—éf- (nidn) (year), A (yué) (month), 2. 2A (xthgqi) (week), and K (tian) (day) are all nouns, but
—éf- (nidn) (year) and & (tian) (day) are also measure words. Therefore, they are used differently,
following the patterns below.
Pattern Examples

Numerat + -~/ K

Numeral + Measure Word + H /E'}'ﬁ‘ﬁ

- '% (yi nidn) (one year), ,ﬁ_ i (wii tian) (five days)

#If@ H (yi ge yue) (one month),
—i}f@ 5 ';Hﬂ (san ge xingqi) (three weeks)

“One week” is — 1M E BR (yi ge xinggi), therefore “one week later” is —1A E A % (yi ge xingqt yihou).

“One month” is — i B (i ge yué), therefore “one month later” is —1& A ¥L 1% (yi ge yué yihou). Please note that
“one month” is not — J (yiyué) (January). The time expressions A (yué) and £ 2R (xinggi) can be formed by using
TF (xid) (below) and _E (shang) (above), following the patterns below. “Below” (T) (xid) is used to refer to weeks
and months in the future, and “above” (_}.'_) (shang) to refer to weeks and months in the past.

H (yueé) (month)

E_ ‘;H ’ (xingqr) (week)

J: _L /n—ﬂ H (shang shang ge yueé)

(the month before last)

,J:. ﬂa H (shang ge yue)

(last month)

E{[ﬂ H (zhé ge yue)

(this month)

—F 1'@ E (xia ge yue)

(next month)

T TAA A eiaxia ge y

(the month after next)

“We don't say Q J’.H/'FH

J: J: ( 1,@ ) g -/ﬁ\}% (shang shang [ge] xingqi)

(the week before last)

J: ('ﬂg] ) E_}ﬁ‘ﬂ (shang [ge] xingqi)

(last week)
I‘E (ﬂa ) E.'/ﬁ\}a (zhe [ge] xingqt)
(this week)
—F ( /ﬂa ) Eﬁﬂ (xia [ge| xingqt)
(next week)

TT (UB) Z BB wia i el vingad

(the week after next)

bThe measure word 'ﬂgl can be omitted for i?-,ﬁﬁ .Fﬂﬂ Evﬁ}%:'f‘:i«,ﬁﬁ _llﬂgl i-ﬁﬁ:i—iﬁﬁ



H (yué) (month)

b
E. ';EH (xingqr) (week)

..]: ,t 'ﬂ—ﬂ H (shang shang ge yué)

(the month before last)

_J:- /ﬂﬂ H (shang ge yue)

(last month)

jg{[ﬂ H (zhe ge yue)

(this month)

T 'ﬂa H (xia ge yue)

(next month)

T T A e

(the month after next)

*We don'’t say Q J:.H/'Fﬂ

..t J: ('ﬂa ) E-ﬁﬂ (shang shang [ge] xTngqn)

(the week before last)

J_— (1'[_{] ) g‘/ﬁﬂ (shang [gel xingq)

(last week)
T (MB) ZH cheleeising
(this week)

—F (ﬂﬁ) Eﬂ/ﬁﬂ (xia [ge| xingq)

(next week)

"F "F ('f[ﬂ ) E-ﬁﬂ (xia xia [ge] xingqi)

(the week after next)

The measure word 4 can be omitted for Eﬁﬂ T A& igvﬂﬁ=']::‘g.vﬁﬂ 1A ig-ﬁﬂ:,]: 23

The below expressions using . (tian) (day) and —% (nidn) (year) form two parallel series except

for B‘F K (zudtian) (yesterday) and %—% (qiinidn) (last year).

/J:\(tfan ) (day)

-'q:‘ (nidn) (year)

k_ﬁfl- j’i (dagidntian)

(three days ago)

AT R Gidntian)

(the day before yesterday)

WE K cudiian

(yesterday)

A~ R (mtian)

(today)

HH ﬁ (mingtian)

(tomorrow)

/fé ):\ (houtian)

(the day after tomorrow)

k 'f i ):\ (dahoutian)

(three days from today)

k‘ﬁ'f’]— 'q:‘ (ddgidnnidn)

(three years ago)

ﬁﬁ_ ’/ET‘ (giannian)

(the year before last)

%‘ -'éF (qunidn)

(last year)

/:7\ ’/‘,% (jinnidn)

(this year)

HH "{% (mingnidn)

(next year)

’fﬁ '/‘,% (hounidn)

(the year after next)

k jfﬁ ‘ﬁ:‘ (dahounidan)

(three years from now)




EXERCISES
Based on the information given, fill in the blanks with the appropriate time expressions. Exercise 1

incudes an example.

 EBAXAA: EEALZWH > &E=R>
& >=H > #&EH -

2 SRREZMH=:HERE O ARAE >
ARZ O BRE o



