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因为上海的地理位置，所以上海一直就是中国沿岸一个很主要的城市。上海的人口有一千九百万，上海的人口是中国城市中最多的一个。在十九世纪上海就成为了越来越重要的商业城市。除了上海是沿岸，1842年的南京条约开放外贸。从1842年到1932年上海是东西贸易的中心。不幸的是，1932年日军侵占上海。第二次世界大战以后，中华人民共和国成立，上海保持了中国工业中心的地位。
上海当然不是中国政治中心，但是上海是一个主要政治城市。在1921年中国共产党全国代表大会的第一次大会就在上海。很多非常重要政治家是上海人。比如，江泽民跟朱镕基都是上海人。
上海的文化很新颖也是多样化。每年都有许多中外游人来上海。这是因为，上海留下了许多名胜古迹，例如：豫园，静安寺，外滩（在上海租界的里面）和玉佛禅寺。除了这些景点，因为上海还有很多衣服商场，所以外国游客喜欢去上海。上海有很有名的球队，比如上海申花（足球），上海大鲨鱼（这是姚明原来的篮球队）和上海金鹰（棒球）。
白捷
上海


Shanghai, with an estimated population of 21.5 million people, is easily one of the fastest growing cities in the world. In addition to all these people, traffic continues to increase at an alarming rate, contributing to the city’s terrible pollution. So, in order to combat the crowding of Shanghai, there is a plan to build smaller satellite towns outside the city called Shanghai’s “One City – Nine Towns” plan. This mission will consist of constructing nine new towns around Shanghai that will hopefully be able to house 500,000 people each. Six of the cities are going to be built to look like European cities located in countries like the UK, Germany, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands and Sweden. One town that was completed in 2006 has been named Thamestown and has themed pubs and Tudor styled architecture. 

This plan has been met with such criticism that claims most of the housing built in these new towns will be too extravagant and “European” for ordinary Chinese to either afford or enjoy. Luring the wealthy out of Shanghai will only make a small dent in the population and pollution problems in Shanghai. Another point of criticism is the fact that these towns have not created a sufficient amount of jobs to lure people from Shanghai and those that live their still commute to work in Shanghai, thus adding to the traffic problems that already exist. 

Link:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/6683103.stm
生词：
位置 - wèi zhi – place
沿岸 - yán àn – coastal area

商业 - shāng yè – trade/commerce

协约 - xié yuē – treaty

外贸 - wài mào – foreign trade

贸易 - mào yì – business
不幸的是 - bú xìng de shì - unfortunately

日军 - rì jūn – Japanese army

侵占 - qīn zhàn – to invade and occupy

第二次世界大战 - dì èr cì shì jiè dà zhàn – World War II

保持 - bǎo chí – maintain
	


中国共产党全国代表大会 - Zhōnguó Gòngchǎndǎng Quánguó Dàibiǎo Dàhuì – National Congress of the CCP

政治家 - zhèng zhì jiā – politician

江泽民 - jiāng zé mín – Jiang Zemin

朱镕基 - Zhū Róngjī – Zhu Rongji

新颖 – xīn yǐng – new and unique
样化 - yàng huà – different
豫园 - yù yuán – Yu Yuan (Garden)

静安寺 - Jìng'ānsì – Jing’an Temple
外滩 - wài tān – the Bund

租界- zū jiè – international concession in Shanghai
玉佛禅寺 - Yùfó Chán Sì – Jade Buddha Temple

景点 - jǐng diǎn – scenic spots

商场 - shāng chǎng – market/bazaar
申花 - shēnhuā – (Shanghai) Shenhua
大鲨鱼 - dàshāyú – (Shanghai) Sharks

姚明 - Yáo Míng – Yao Ming
金鹰 - jīnyīng – (Shanghai) Golden Eagles
