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Vocab

3, Ci, Word

R4, Shud zai, Means

A 4 Z &, Baifénzhibai, 100 percent
A1 %%, Xuétdng, Lineage

% — /X, Di ér dai, Second Generation
Sh £, Waipo, Maternal grandmother
Sb7\, Waigong, Maternal grandfather
#% &, Yimin, immigrate

A& A T4, Génbén bu hui, Completely
do not

18 #, Dao di, Authentic

1E 89 3%, Zhl de chéng, Hometown
##F, Duidai, Treat

& 4, Dang zud, As

77 X, Fangshi, The way

7 %, Zhuyi, Notice

% 1, Shiging, Thing/matter

FR#% B, FGwuyudan, Waiter

¥ 78, Kdoya, Roast duck

A AR, Kan qildi shi, It seems

3% %, Rénwéi, Think

A7, Qishi, Actually

A —K, YOu yici, Once

2L.3, Dianxin, Dim sum

4 AE, Niu du, Tripe

7€ &, Chayi, Surprised

48 5w, Jingyan, Experience

i@, PUtong, General

2%, Qiguai, Strange

%37, Jingya, Surprise

#% 7N 1E, G3o bu dong, don’t understand
AR #¥, Yanshén, Look

%, Xiao, Laugh

# 1%, Tigao, improve

&t 77, Néngli, Ability

# 4, Zhijig, First-hand

R, Liu, Flow (conversation flow)
% 4%, Jiaowdng, Contact

£ iE, Zhénzhéng, Truly

T3, Zdo jiu, Already
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English Translation

“ABC” means a Chinese person born in America. | have 100% Chinese lineage, but | was
born in America, so | am “ABC.” A lot of American born Chinese are second generation,
but | am 4% generation. My maternal grandmother and my Dad’s parents were born in
California. Only my maternal grandfather was born in China. He grew up in China, and
immigrated to America when he was 14. My dad’s parents do not speak Chinese at all,
but my mom’s parents both speak Chinese. However, they wanted their kids to be
American, so they didn’t teach my mom Chinese. | think this is why I'm so “ABC.”

My hometown has a lot of Chinese immigrants. They treat me differently, some treat
me as a Chinese person, others treat me as a “foreigner.” At the store and at
restaurants | often notice these things. For example, when my relatives and | go to the
Chinese grocery store, sometimes the workers don’t talk to us. Sometimes we want to
buy roast duck, but the worker always gives us the smallest duck. At restaurants the



waitresses also treat us differently. They always think | can’t use chopsticks, so they give
me a fork. Because | look “ABC,” they treat me very differently. Sometimes | will give the
fork back to the waitress. Besides waitresses, some of my foreign friends also think |
only like American things. But | not only like American things, | also like Chinese food.
One time we went to dim sum together. They were very surprised when | ate tripe. But,
when | was a kid my grandparents often brought me to eat Chinese food, so | was
already used to eating tripe.

Last summer | went to Beijing. Chinese people there treated me even more differently
than Chinese people in California. Because | look Chinese, but | can’t speak Chinese, they
were especially surprised, and didn’t understand why | couldn’t speak Chinese. When |
went to restaurants waitresses often gave me weird looks. One time a waitress laughed
at me. But | liked to try to speak Chinese, because it was fun. The more | practice
Chinese, the better | will speak.

These experiences made me realize | want to study Chinese. If | can speak Chinese, then
| can really connect with Chinese people. This summer | am going to Taiwan to study
abroad. | think study abroad will improve my Chinese skills, | will improve a lot. In
Taiwan | want to study Chinese while also travelling. | want to go back to China or go to
Chinatown in America, so then | can use Chinese to communicate. | think Chinese is very
interesting but also a difficult study, no matter how hard Chinese is, | still want to study.



