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This summer vacation | will go to Taiwan to study abroad. In
addition to going to Taiwan, fall semester I will also go to China. This
will be my first time going to Asia. | am both excited and nervous. |
think Asia and America are very different. Asian cities are often very
loud and very crowded. I am from Port Townsend, a small city in



Washington. There are not a lot of people in Port Townsend so it is not
crowded. There are also not a lot of activities to do, so young people are
often bored. However, the people are very friendly. Chinese and
Taiwanese cities are very big, so | think I will probably be unfamiliar so
much that I will get lost. I don’t often like loud places, but I think I will
adapt.

| decided to interview three students who went to Taiwan or China
about their experiences. Quincy is a Chinese student who went to
Taiwan to study abroad. In Taiwan, she saw a lot of different traditions
like the tea ceremony. Her and her classmates did a lot of tea ceremony
activities. In Taiwan, because tea ceremonies are very important she
thought studying this tradition was very interesting. At University of
Puget Sound, | participated in a tea ceremony. | also thought it was
interesting because I don’t know a lot about Chinese culture. During the
time when Quincy just arrived in Taiwan, she felt a little bit of pressure
because there was a lot of Chinese she didn’t understand. But, the first
day she was there, she met a Taiwanese girl. She took Quincy out to
breakfast and told her what food was very good and how to order it. On
Quincy’s last day in Taiwan, she met a girl from Austria. Because this
girl did not speak Chinese and didn’t know anyone Quincy, like the girl
from her first day in Taiwan, took her out to breakfast. Quincy said the
people in Taiwan seem especially friendly, so | think the people in
Taiwan are similar to the people in Port Townsend. I think everyone will
be willing to help me in Taiwan. Quincy said her biggest challenge was
feeling lonely. Because she is white, she appears very different from
other Chinese people. In addition she is also not fluent, so sometimes
this made her feel even lonelier. She knew this was something she
couldn’t change, so she knew she could only adapt.

Nathan is also a student at the University of Puget Sound, but he
did not go to Taiwan to study abroad. He studied abroad in Shanghai,
China. He said because he looks different from Chinese people everyone
stared at him. They also wanted to take photos with him. In general,
Chinese people were afraid to talk to him because they don’t speak



English and he wasn’t fluent in Chinese. He thought if you are white this
could possibly your first time as a minority. Although | am Chinese my
parents are both white. | also speak English, so I think other people will
know | am from the US. In China, I think because my skin color is not
the same as Nathan’s I won’t have that kind of problem. Only, I think at
first everyone will think | am fluent in Chinese, but after they speak to
me, they will know my Chinese is not very good. Generally speaking,
regardless if you appear Chinese or not, everyone will speak very fast.
Now, I think I don’t understand a lot of things, but I will carefully study
the language and culture.

| feel that studying in China and Taiwan will be more difficult than
in the US. At the University of Puget Sound, | have a lot of homework
so | am often very busy. I think while | am abroad | will be even busier
because the teachers there will have different expectations. Lauren is a
Chinese student who went to study abroad in Xi’an. In Xi’an, she had a
very good teacher, but regardless if you had a question or not, you had to
speak in Chinese. In Beijing, | wonder if my Chinese teacher will be the
same as Lauren’s teacher in Xi’an. I am also a little worried because I
won’t entirely understand life in Taiwan and China. For example, I don’t
know how to buy textbooks. But, the more I study Chinese, the more |
feel like Chinese is relatively easy. | think my Chinese will get better
and better.

In Taiwan and China, | hope I can do a lot of activities as well as
study Chinese and travel at the same time along with touring a lot of
scenic spots like the Great Wall of China. | know I will miss my family
and friends, but I will make new friends. However, | am still a little
worried. Because | am relatively introverted, making new friends is
often not easy. However, when | think of studying abroad I get very
excited.
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