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Finding China’s Technological and Scientific History: My Experience
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In American classrooms students often only learn about western scientific inventions. We
all learn who Isaac Newton, Albert Einstein and Thomas Edison are, what they did, and why
they’re contributions to science are important. Therefore, western students not only don’t know
eastern scientific and technological history, but also they especially don’t understand ancient
Chinese scientific and technological inventions. Because I’ve recently come to the University of
Puget Sound and started learning more seriously about Chinese language and culture, therefore
I’ve also started to feel more curious about Chinese scientific and technological inventions.

| started looking online for the history of Chinese scientific and technological inventions
and I just found out about China’s Four Great Inventions: the compass, gunpowder, paper
making, and printing. | had only heard before that Chinese poeple invented these things earlier
than western people, but I didn’t know when and who invented them so I kept learning online.

Il tell you all a little bit about what information | found. Around the year 1040 a
Chinese person wrote an essay about compasses. Although this discovery is important I still
wanted to find a few prominent scientists, therefore | kept looking again. Finally I found a
scientist called Shen Kuo. Not only are his discoveries many but also his fields of study are wide,
among them are mathematics, engineering, pharmacology, music, military strategy, and even
more topics. He was an extremely important scientist for the Chinese Northern Song Dynasty.
His studies are too many to write. Even after he was impeached he still did serious research.
Historians say that Shen Kuo was even more intelligent than many western scholars. | asked
myself, why haven’t I heard of his accomplishments?

I’'m very happy | decided to study this topic, and that online | found a few Chinese
technological and scientific discoveries and a very important scholar. I know that this is just a
small amount of information about Chinese scientific and technological history but now I’'m very
curious about studying more about Chinese scientific culture. I plan to keep looking from now on
and slowly learning.
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