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English

Today | want to talk about my favorite poem. It is called The Road Not Taken by the American poet Robert
Frost. Why did | select this poem? When | was little my family and | often went to New York to see my
grandparents. Every day we were there before bed, my grandfather would read me this poem. He would always
say “Addison you are my favorite grandson, you are a good young man, and | am very proud of you.” This is one of
my all-time favorite memories. In 2009 he passed away, my family went to New York to attend his funeral. When
we got there my grandma said to me “your grandpa wanted you to read this poem at his funeral,” this made me
especially emotional and | wasn’t sure if | would be able to do it but in the end | ended up reading the poem. This
poem always makes me very emotional and is especially special to me.

Originally | wanted to make a Chinese translation of this poem but there are already a lot online,
therefore | decided to give my interpretation of what the poem is saying. This poem is talking about a person, they
are alone at a crossroads in life and they need to make a decision which path to take. They look at both paths and
consider them and it would appear that both options seem pretty good, but one is much more suitable than the
other. Many other people have been here before, had to make this same decision. The great majority of them
decided to go down the first path, the one more traveled, but the man in the poem decided to take the second and
lesser traveled of the two paths. After taking that path this decision has influenced his life for the better. One
needs to be capable of making a decision not taken by the masses, to go outside the norms and be an individual. It
will make all the difference in life.

Now that | have read the poem and my interpretation, what is your opinion about it? Many American
students learn this poem in high school but never fully take the time to appreciate the significance of it. It also has
many different translations in Chinese as well as many other languages. Although there is many Chinese
translations my friend who lives in China said he never learned about this poem until he spent a year in America. |
believe all people should learn this poem because it gives a sense of enlightenment and just like me choosing the
road not taken can influence the rest of your life for the better.



The Road Not Taken

BY ROBERT FROST

'wo roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry | could not travel both

And be one traveler, long | stood

And looked down one as far as | could
[o where it bent in the undergrowth;

[hen took the other, as just as fair,

And having perhaps the better claim,
ecause it was grassy and wanted wear;
hough as for that the passing there

Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay

h leaves no step had trodden black.
Dh, | kept the first for another day!

et knowing how way leads on to way,
doubted if | should ever come back.

shall be telling this with a sigh
omewhere ages and ages hence:

lwo roads diverged in a wood, and |—
took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.
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Vocab List

shi 3 poem

shirén 3 A poet

xudn i& selected

shuijiao yigian B& & L AT before bed
du 3% to read

ting ¥ to listen

stinzi ¥ grandson
jiao'ao 5&H#K pride

huiyi & memory

qushi %t pass away/die
daodd 2|iZ to arrive

zangli 342 funeral
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xiwang # 2 desired/wanted
shangxin %3 grieved/ sad
ganshang &% disheartened
bénldi & % originally

fanyi #13 translation

yijing €.4& already

jiéshi fi# £ interpretation

tingliu 1% ¥ stopped/ to stop over
shizilukdu +F % 2 crossroads
juéding & 7 decision

duzi £ 8 alone

IU #& road

kanshangqu & £ % it would seem
h3oxiang ¥F1% as if

bucud 4% not bad/pretty good
héshi & i suitable

lurén ¥4 A passerby

daolido 2| 7 finally, at last
dadudshu X % # majority
xudnzé i# i% select/ to pick
shénghué £ 7% life/ livelihood
zhongyao ¥ % important
xidngfa % idea/notion
sudyou A A all

xuéxi ¥ to learn

dédao #f %] to obtain

qifa B4 to enlighten

kénéng T A& possible/possibly
gaibian 7 % to change

rénshéng A4 life



