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English Translation

When | was in high school, my friend introduced me to Korean pop music (KPOP). Since then, the more |
have listened, the more I like it. Now, KPOP is my favorite kind of music. Even though my friend and | like different
singers (she likes female singers, | like male singers), we often talk about KPOP together, as this allows us to share
different kinds of Korean music. Because KPOP is not played on the radio in the US, | must find other ways to find
new music. Besides talking with friends, you can also use YouTube to find music. YouTube is easy to use because
many other people also like KPOP, and there are many songs with English subtitles. Therefore in this way it is easy
to find new music.

On YouTube, | often watch a channel called “Eatyourkimchi.” This channel is hosted by a Canadian couple
who have lived in Korea for many years. They release about three videos per week, which are all about Korean
culture and politics. Some talk about food, some describe different places or strange products. The videos they
make are all very informative, are about all aspects of Korean life, and are very interesting and fun. Recently they
made a video called “KPOP slave contracts.” | learned from this video why many people dislike the KPOP industry,
because singers must sign a strict “slave contract.” When companies and singers sign a contract, a lot of money is
invested. Therefore, when a new singer begins (their career) they do not make money, (as) their income goes
toward repaying the company. After the singer has paid the debt, then they can begin making money. Therefore,
the singer must be popular in order to make money. Trainees are often high school students. They must do well at
school while going to many singing lessons, dancing lessons, and sometimes even acting lessons. They are so busy
that they do not have time to sleep or eat, but the company can dismiss the trainees at any time. Also, trainees
must work very hard for many years before they can perform. If the trainee makes it through the training period,



then they can become very popular and have a lot of fans. However, becoming a singer in Korea is much more

difficult than it is in the US.

Although the KPOP industry has a problem, KPOP music sounds good. And although the songs are of a
very similar style, all music genres are like this. | think KPOP has upbeat rhythms and the music videos are colorful
and funny. Sometimes KPOP music videos are too weird, but showing these to my friends is always a lot of fun!
They will say “What is this?! It’s so weird! Why do you like to watch these videos?” And then we will laugh while
watching. Someone who hasn’t often heard KPOP would also think it can make people happy.

Vocabulary

RAT#HEF 4 (lidxing hanyu
yinyue): Korean pop music
L AFE (cOngcl yihou): Since
then

P (lido): Chat

iZ A% (zhéyang): This

23 (fénxiang): Share it
(diantai): Broadcasting
station

#%7% (bofang): Broadcast

7 % (fangfa): Method

4 (zh3o zh3o): Look for

% % (réngyi): Easy

¢ (géqu): Song

#3F M, (fanyi chéng):
Translated into

F 3% (zimu): Subtitle

77 A (fangshi): The way

% 4% (fafu): Husband and wife
£ # 49 (zhlchi de): Hosted by
M7e o o 89%F (guanyl... de
shi): About

K % (dayué): About

# (duan): Counter for video
#LIA (shipin): Video

Bi& (zhéngzhi): Political
&A% (gezhong): All kinds
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4 1% (qiguai): Strange

Enu (chanpin): Product

# % (xidngshi): Detailed

4% (zhdngzhdng): Various

WA 4 (ndl giyud): Slave

contract

7% (hangye): Industry

%f\%'- giansh): Sign

yangé): Strict

xuéyuan): Trainee

gianyué): Signed

touru) Putin

n): Funds

na gian): Take the money

shouru):Income

fu géi): Paid

% (changhuan): Repay

fu ging): Pay off

zhaiwu): Debt

F)ﬁté"‘ (zhuanqian): Money
"8 3 3F (changgé keé): Singing

Lesson

BEFEZE (tidowl ké): Dance

Lesson

# £ (shenzhi): Even

% % 3% (bidoyan ke): Acting

lessons
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¥ 8 (suishi): At any time
1775 & (d3fa z6u): Dismissed
# #4 F] (nuli féendodu): Work
hard

%% (bidoyan): Performance
#1% (dogud): Survived
33N (péixtn qi): Training
Period

% (gémi): Fans

) B A% (g0 fénggé): Song
style/genre

#a4ek (xiangsi): Similar

Rk (liapai): genre

A4 89 & & (gangjian de
jiézou): Upbeat rhythm

Y% %% (fengfu dudcdi):
Colorful

7B #& (hudji): Funny

48 & (z6ng shi): Always

X £ (da xido): Laugh out loud
Bp4& (jishY): Even if

F ¥ A (zhlchi rén): Host
=T (kélidn): Wretched

J& 71 (yah): Pressure

3T 2R (jie xialai): Next
4% (tingzhe): Listen

# & (jiéshu): End



