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Podcast Essay
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During summer vacation last year | went to China. Me and my Chinese classmates participated in
a summer camp, “China Language Bridge Summer Camp”, hosted by Han Ban. Han Ban is a Chinese
culture and language center which offers American students opportunities to learn about Chinese
language and culture.

Altogether, my high school tour group had 14 students: some from Ashland High School, some
from St. Mary’s High School. With three other tour groups (from Indiana, Texas, and Georgia), together
we first flew to Beijing and then flew to Zhengzhou. Besides our tour group, 600 American students also
participated in Han Ban’s summer camp.

Previously, | have traveled to Beijing, and also Shanghai, Xi’an, Guangzhou, Guilin, Nanning,
and Hong Kong (many places). This time, besides Beijing, | also went to two new places, Zhengzhou and
Dengfeng. Zhengzhou is the capital city of Henan province.

We flew to Zhengzhou airport where the volunteers and tour guides welcomed us. After everyone met
with each other, we all sat on a bus going to Dengfeng (next to the Shaolin Temple). Dengfeng is China’s



famous “Wushu birthplace”, so there we study Chinese kung fu. Besides practicing kungfu, we toured the
Shaolin Temple, and also learned famous poem and songs: everyday had so many activities! So | was not
only always tired, but also often hungry, also the food made at our hotel was not good.

I don’t know if | want to live in China, but | want to study Chinese well someday and have the
opportunity to live in China. Although I’ve already studied Chinese for five years, my Chinese speaking
is not very good. Right now, I don’t have study abroad plans, but | want to be able to go study abroad for
a long time. No matter if | can or cannot study abroad, | wish to go back to China again!

Vocabulary

18 shujia summer vacation

pal tang atime/atrip

X 7r  Hanban Office of Chinese Language Council International

g juban to conduct / to hold

B 4% xialingying  summer camp

AL wénhua culture

BE yuyan language

&4 tigong to offer / to supply / to provide

#&  jihui opportunity / chance / occasion

# A7 A lixingtuan tour group

A6 biéde else / other

i zhe this / these

R ci next in sequence / second

—3  yigong altogether

&% gaozhong senior high school

fp g azeni Yindiannazhou Indiana, US state

L iEAN Dékesasizhou Texas, US state

1274 T Zuodzhiyazhou Georgia, US state

#5901  Zhéngzhou Zhengzhou prefecture level city and capital of Henan Province in central China
L&  Shang Hai Shanghai municipality, central east China

B X7an Xi'an, sub-provincial city and capital of Shaanxi in northwest China
J~ M Guangzhou  city in Guangdong province

M Guilin Guilin prefecture level city in Guangxi

#T  Nanning Nanning prefecture level city and capital of Guangxi in south China
##  Xianggang Hong Kong

%3t Dengfeng Dengfeng county level city in Zhengzhou, Henan province

T Hénan Henan province (Honan) in central China

44 shénghui provincial capital

%%  zhuming famous / noted / well-known / celebrated

AR wushu all kinds of martial art sports

Z zht (possessive particle, literary equivalent of #9[de])

% xiang country or countryside / native place / home village or town

LT yigong volunteer worker / volunteer work

F7F  daoyou tour guide / guidebook / to conduct a tour

K huanying to welcome / welcome

/" #<F Shaolin Si Shaolin Temple, Buddhist monastery famous for its kung fu monks

#*  gongfu skill / art / kung fu / labor / effort
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lianxi
yéulan
shige
gequ
anpai
xiguan
zhusu
shiwu
rihou
lidxué
dasuan
Xiwang
geng
bulun

exercise / drill / practice

to go sight-seeing / to tour / to visit

poem

song

to arrange / to plan / arrangements / plans
habit / custom / usual practice / to be used to
to stay at / lodging / accommodation

food

sometime / someday (in the future)

to study abroad

to plan/ to intend / to calculate / plan

to wish for / to desire / to hope

more / even more / further / still / still more
whatever / no matter what (who, how etc) / regardless of



