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Vocab List

R Di shi ni Disney

/R donghua Animation

& F aiging Romance

RF langman Romantic

W qingjié Plot

A yingxiéng Hero
Lo ldngladngshangkdu Catchy

fi 42 jianduan Brief

A shénke Profound

T4 dizhang Battle

-y qingjing Scene

2%, AP xijuxing Dramatic

e dai Substitute (take someone’s place)
ME coéngjan Enlist in army

+x shibing Soldier

¥z jiang jan General

132 lanly Moral, ethical
Bt zhéngfu Government

B4z zhiweéi Position

Fizz jujué To refuse or turn down



Mulan, the Hero and the Girl

The story of Mulan taking her father’s place in the army is a famous story. The original story is the Ballad
of Mulan, but Disney’s animated movie of Mulan is more popular than the ballad. The movie is different from the
ballad. In the movie there is a very romantic plot, but the ballad does not have that plot line. The Ballad of Mulan is
only the story of how Mulan went from a girl to a hero.

The movie is very humorous and has lots of catchy songs. People of all ages can enjoy the movie, but the
Ballad of Mulan is very short and profound so it only appeals to certain people; the ballad isn't very fun.

The movie mostly tells a story of romance with several battle scenes. The movie is pretty and dramatic. In
both the movie and the ballad Mulan wants to help her father. In the movie Mulan’s father tells her to stay home
and get married; she doesn't listen to him. In the ballad mulan just decides to take her father’s place in the army
then leaves immediately. If Mulan leaves and takes her father’s place, he is safe. In the movies Mulan is just a
soldier, she only fights in two battles; in the ballad Mulan becomes a general and serves for twelve years.

However, the movie and the ballad have a few similarities. Both are about a girl who goes to war for her
father. Both offer a moral story. The ending ballad line is,

“The he-hare’s feet go hop and skip,

The she-hare’s eyes are muddled and fuddled.

Two hares running side by side close to the ground,

How can they tell if | am he or she?”
and the movie says, “You stole your father’s armor, ran away from home, impersonated a soldier, deceived your
commanding officer, dishonored the Chinese army, destroyed my palace, and you have saved us all.” Both say that
although Mulan is a girl, she can still be a hero. In both, after Mulan saves China, she is offered a position in the
government but refuses because she wants to go home.

Although the movie and the ballad are different, both are good.



