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Chinese 201 (fall semester) —4 % ¢

There will be approximately 55 contact hours for Chinese 201. Students will gain
listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in standard (Mandarin) Chinese,
attaining approximately the Intermediate Mid level on the ACTFL (American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages) proficiency scale by the end of the
first semester of this 2"°-year course. Specifically, students will be able to achieve
the following abilities:

ACTFL Intermediate-Mid Level: The Intermediate level is
characterized by the speaker's ability to

» create with the language by combining and recombini ng
learned elements, though primarily in a reactive mo  de;

» initiate, minimally sustain, and close in a simple way basic
communicative tasks;

e ask and answer questions.

Listening

)

Able to understand sentence-length utterances which consist of
recombinations of learned utterances on a variety o f topics.
Content continues to refer primarily to basic perso nal background
and needs, social conventions and somewhat more com plex tasks,
such as lodging, transportation, and shopping. Addi tional content
areas include some personal interests and activitie s, and a greater
diversity of instructions and directions. Listening tasks not only
pertain to spontaneous face-to-face conversations b ut also to short
routine telephone conversations and some deliberate speech, such
as simple announcements and reports over the media.

Understanding continues to be uneven.

Speaking
s

Able to handle successfully a variety of uncomplica ted, basic, and
communicative tasks and social situations. Can talk simply about
self and family members. Can ask and answer questio  ns and
participate in simple conversations on topics beyon d the most
immediate needs; e.g., personal history and leisure time activities.
Utterance length increases slightly, but speech may continue to be
characterized by frequent long pauses, since the sm  ooth
incorporation of even basic conversational strategi es is often
hindered as the speaker struggles to create appropr iate language
forms. Pronunciation may continue to be strongly in fluenced by
first language and fluency may still be strained. A Ithough
misunderstandings still arise, the Intermediate-Mid speaker can
generally be understood by sympathetic interlocutor S.

Reading

ik |

Able to read consistently with increased understand ing simple,
connected texts dealing with a variety of basic and social needs.
Such texts are still linguistically noncomplex and have a clear

underlying internal structure. They impart basic in formation about
which the reader has to make minimal suppositions a nd to which
the reader brings personal interest and/or knowledg e. Examples
may include short, straightforward descriptions of persons, places,
and things written for a wide audience.

Writing

Able to meet a number of practical writing needs. C  an write short,

simple letters. Content involves personal preferenc es, daily







