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It's very useful to learn foreign languages. This year in college I'm learning three languages: Japanese, Spanish and
Chinese. Studying one foreign language while also studying another is a bit difficult, but also fun and interesting. As
long as you learn a foreign language you can understand different cultures. No matter who you are, if you learn a
foreign language well, you can communicate with many people.

Because my mother is from Costa Rica, she speaks Spanish fluently. | learned a lot of Spanish from my mother. The
Spanish she speaks and the Spanish spoken by people in Spain is a littel different. For example, in Spanish, "you" is
"ty". “Tu” is a common was to say "you". However, my mother doesn't say "tu". She says "vos". "Vos" is how Costa
Ricans say "tu". What is said changes depeding on where you travel, and there can be a big change in local dialect.
Because Spanish is a romance language, it's easy for me to learn. If you speak English, you can easily learn Spanish.

In addition to Spanish, I'm also learning Japanese. Japanese and Spanish are different, but it's more similar to
Chinese. Japanese does not use the English alphabet, it uses Chinese characters, of which there are two types:
Hiragana and Katakana. Learning Japanese for a native speaker of English might be very difficult. However, | have
been learning Japanese since the beginning of high school, so it is not too difficult for me. In Japanese, politeness is
very important. For example, there are many different ways to say: "Who are you?." You can say: "Who da?" or
"Who desuka?" or " & na ta desuka?." They all have the same meaning, but the last example is the most polite.
Compared to Spanish, Chinese and Japanese are relatively similar. However, Chinese only uses Chinese characters.
Reading Chinese is sometimes difficult, because I'm used to seeing hiragana and katakana characters. Chinese
pronunciation is very difficult. English, Spanish, Japanese, have no tones.



Learning a foreign language can be rather difficult, but also very fun. In addition to Japanese, Chinese and Spanish,
I'm not sure if | can learn another foreign language, but | want to try. In your free time, you can also learn about
other languages!

H A - Youyong- useful

iR - jiaolit -exchange

& R - dangdi - local

7 & - fangyan - dialect

% 4L - bianhua - change

&% 8935 % — Langman de yllydn — romance language
7% % — Réngyi — easy

% % — Hanzi — Chinese characters
“F{B % - Ping jiaming — hiragana
} 8% — Pian jiaming — katakana
A2 % — limao — polite

¥ & — xiguan — used to

% & — Fayin — pronounciation

B34 — Shéngdiao — tones



