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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course offers students an interdisciplinary exploration of the societies of ancient Greece and Rome by emphasizing the culture, politics and social structure of Athens and Rome under their greatest leaders.  As a Humanities course at the University of Puget Sound, the course insists on asking students to examine the connections between the art, history and literature of each city.   Among the topics to be explored are the relationship between historical developments and the art or literature of the society, the impact of different types of political structures on art and literature, and the social and political uses of literature and of material culture (art, architecture and city planning).  Readings will concentrate on primary sources, i.e. texts (in translation) written by the Greeks and Romans themselves, supplemented by secondary literature on the art and history of each period.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

Since this course fulfills the Humanistic Approaches to Knowing core requirement, this course focuses on helping students acquire an understanding of how the Athenians of the fifth century BCE and the Romans of the time of Augustus expressed their beliefs about their identity and values.  Specifically, a student who successfully completes this course will be able to 

· understand the dynamics of Greek and Roman society in their historical context

· appreciate the relationship between different expressions of cultural identity

· analyze visual arts and literary texts 

· read and write critically on a range of subjects (art, literature and history).

BOOKS:  

The following books are required for this course and available at the bookstore.

Aeschylus, The Complete Greek Tragedies, Aeschylus II, tr. S. Benardete
Euripides, Bacchae & Aristophanes Frogs, tr. F. Blessington 

Zanker, P.  The Power of Images in the Age of Augustus 

Finley, M., Portable Greek Historians 

Hurwit J.  The Acropolis in the Age of Pericles
Mellor, R.  Augustus and the Creation of the Roman Empire 

Sophocles, Oedipus the King, Oedipus at Colonus, Antigone, tr. D. Grene

Virgil, Aeneid, tr. R. Fitzgerald  
Course Reader  –  Items in Reader are marked by an asterisk (*).

COURSE POLICIES AND REQUIREMENTS:

Your class behavior is an essential ingredient to the success of this class; being a good colleague to the other students enrolled is also important to your success as an individual.  Being a good colleague include, but is not limited to: completing assigned readings before class; devoting thought and consideration to the meaning of those readings before class; arriving on-time to class and remaining in your seat for the entire class session; and active participation in class discussion, which includes both talking and listening.  A good colleague is one who listens to his or her colleagues, the instructor and the authors we have read, then adds to the existing conversation.  Students who are not in class can not participate, so students who miss class can not earn credit for class participation.

To help you draw connections between the different types of material, each student will submit a short informal paper (1-2 pages) every Friday, beginning Sept. 14.  These papers will offer you the opportunity to explore relationships between the history, art and literature discussed that week and to demonstrate your mastery of the material covered.  These papers will be returned with comments on Mondays.  Each student will then take one of these papers and expand it into a 3-5 page paper to be submitted for a formal grade within one week.  Students should save the informal papers, so that they can be resubmitted as a portfolio for a grade at midterm and semester’s end.

We will have a midterm exam which will be given on Friday, October 19 (just prior to Fall Break) and a final exam, which will be given on Friday, December 21 at 12:00 noon.  Please make your travel plans accordingly.  I am not able to change the times of the exams, and no make-up exams will be given nor will late papers be accepted except in documented cases of emergency, so please do not ask.  This policy is constructed to ensure fairness for all students; we are all busy and have other work that needs attention, so prepare yourselves accordingly.  I understand that unexpected emergencies sometimes do crop up in the middle of the term; if such an unfortunate incident should occur, please notify me as soon as possible and we will work together to find a solution.  I am also here to help any students who are having difficulties with the material, or who are simply interested in discussing the material in more depth than we can do in class; I encourage you to come see me in office hours or by appointment.  I am always happy to help students who take their responsibilities seriously and who want to learn more about the ancient world.
Please note that I will strictly enforce the University policy on academic honesty, so make sure you are familiar with its terms, including the following: “Academic dishonesty can take many forms, including but not limited to the following: plagiarism, which is the misrepresentation of someone else's words, ideas, research, images, or video clips as one's own; submitting the same paper for credit in more than one course without prior permission; collaborating with other students on papers and submitting them without instructor permission; cheating on examinations; mistreatment of library materials; forgery; and misuse of academic computing facilities.”  The complete policy, which includes examples of plagiarism, is available at: http://www.ups.edu/x4718.xml.

Summary of Requirements:



Collegiality
15%



Writing portfolio
15%



Two 3-5-page papers
10% each



Midterm Exam
20%



Final Exam 
30%
WEEKLY SCHEDULE:

	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	Week 1
	
	

	 9/5
	Course Introduction and Introduction to the Topography of Athens

	 9/7
	Archaic Athens
	Aristotle, Constitution of the Athenians 3-22*

Herodotus, 5.62-78*

	Week 2
	
	

	 9/10
	The Rock of the Acropolis
	Hurwit, Ch. 1

	 9/12
	The Persian Wars
	Herodotus 6.94-120*; 7.20-105, 138-144, 201-226; 8.40-99 (=PGH 95-104, 111-15, 140-51, 172-95)

	 9/14
	The Pre-Periclean Acropolis
	Hurwit, Ch. 2

	Week 3
	
	

	 9/17
	The Persian War as Tragedy
	Aeschylus, Persians

	 9/19
	The Growth of the Athenian Empire
	Thucydides, 1.89-117*
Hurwit, Ch. 3

	 9/21
	The Parthenon
	Hurwit, Ch. 4

	Week 4
	
	

	 9/24
	The Athenian Democracy
	Aristotle, Constitution of the Athenians 23-27*
Plutarch, Pericles 1-28* 

Thucydides, 2.34-46 (= PGH 265-273)

	 9/26
	Tragedy and Athenian Culture
	Sophocles, Antigone 

	 9/28
	The Propylaia and Erechtheion
	Hurwit, Ch. 5-6

	Week 5 
	
	

	 10/1
	The Outbreak of the Peloponnesian War
	Thucydides, I.23-88, II.47-54 

     (= PGH, 232-265, 273-78)

Plutarch, Pericles 37-39*

	 10/3
	Tragedy and the War
	Sophocles, Oedipus the King

	 10/5
	The Nike Temple and Athens
	Hurwit, Ch. 7-9

	Week 6
	
	

	 10/8
	The Sicilian Expedition
	Thucydides, 6.1-6, 30-52, 62-73; 7.36-87 (= PGH, 298-300, 314-328, 334-341, 347-379)

	 10/10
	Athenian Comedy
	Aristophanes, Frogs

	 10/12
	The Melian Dialogue
	Thucydides, 5.84-116*

	Week 7 
	
	

	 10/15
	Disillusionment
	Euripides, Bacchae

	 10/17
	Reflections and Conclusions
	D. Boedeker & K. Raaflaub, from Democracy, Empire, and the Arts in Fifth-Century Athens, 319-344 (online)

	 10/19
	MIDTERM EXAM
	


	Week 8
	
	

	 10/22
	NO CLASS 
	FALL BREAK

	 10/24
	Julius Caesar & the Roman Aristocracy
	Polybius, Book VI.11-18 (= PGH 483-489)
Plutarch, Julius Caesar*

Mellor, p 1-6

	 10/26
	Rome in the Late Republic
	Zanker, Ch. 1

	Week 9
	
	

	 10/29
	‘Decadence’ in the Republic
	Catullus, selected poems*

	 10/31
	The Conflict with Antony
	Mellor, 6-16, 72-89

	 11/2
	The War in Images
	Zanker, Ch. 2

	Week 10  
	
	

	 11/5
	Augustus and the ‘Republic Restored’
	Augustus, Res Gestae (= Mellor 59-69) 

Mellor 90-103, 129-133

	 11/7
	The Turning Point
	Zanker, Ch. 3

	 11/9
	Roman Values
	Livy, Book I,  Book V.50-55*

	Week 11
	
	

	 11/12
	Social Restoration
	Mellor, 113-122

Galinsky, Augustan Culture (online)

	 11/14
	Cultural Reformation
	Zanker, pp. 156-66, 183-215

	 11/16
	Poetic Licence
	Ovid, selected Amores and Art of Love*

	Week 12
	
	

	 11/19
	NO CLASS 
	AT CONFERENCE

	 11/21
	NO CLASS 
	THANKSGIVING TRAVEL DAY

	 11/23
	NO CLASS 
	THANKSGIVING BREAK

	Week 13
	
	

	 11/26
	Religious Re-placement
	Horace, Carmen Saeculare*

M. Beard et al., Religions of Rome, 181-210*

	 11/28
	Mythical Refoundation
	Zanker, pp. 101-135, 167-183

	 11/30
	Pietas
	Virgil, Aeneid Books 1, 2, 4, 6

	Week 14
	
	

	 12/3
	The Problem of Succession
	Mellor 137-147, 160-169

	 12/5
	Augustus and his Dynasty
	Zanker, p. 135-156, 215-238

	 12/7
	Founding a Nation
	Virgil, Aeneid Books 7-8, 10, 12

	Week 15
	
	

	12/10
	A Walk Through Augustan Rome
	D. Favro, Urban Image of Augustan Rome, Ch. 7 (online)

	12/12
	Wrap-Up
	Bring Writing Portfolios to class!
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